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INTRODUCTION

Replicas of the Commemorative Stone in
Honour of the Victims of Extreme Poverty,

inaugurated 17 October 1987 in Paris

On the 17 October 1987, at the exact location where the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights was signed in 1948, more than 100 000
people came together, including people living in extreme poverty.
They gathered on the Plaza of Human Rights and Liberties
(Trocadero) in Paris, answering the call of Father Joseph Wresinski,
founder of the International Movement ATD Fourth World 1, in order
to show their solidarity with the victims of poverty and to demonstra-
te their personal commitment to fighting against it.

That day, inspired by a man who was himself born in extreme pover-
ty, it was publicly declared that poverty constitutes a violation of
Human Rights.

For the first time, people living in poverty from across the world,
along with men and women from all backgrounds, showed that they
play an active role in refusing to accept extreme poverty and in defen-
ding Human Rights for those living in more difficult conditions than
themselves.
That same day on the Plaza, a Commemorative Stone was unveiled,
on which was engraved an emblem and a text observing the signifi-
cance of this event.

Very soon, families living in extreme poverty, ATD Fourth World
volunteers, and men and women from across the world and from all
backgrounds started the custom of meeting around this
Commemorative Stone on the 17th of each month.

Every year since the 17th October 1987, a large gathering takes place
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1 - See Appendix 1, a short presentation on the International Movement ATD (All Together for Dignity)
Fourth World, as well as a reproduction of the Trocadero Commemorative Stone, in the centre page.



at the same place on this day, with Fourth World families, representa-
tives from political, economic, religious and social sectors and non-
governmental organisations from various countries.

On the 22nd December 1992, the General Assembly of the United
Nations declared the 17th October as ‘International Day for the
Eradication of Poverty’. In 2009 the General Assembly of the UN
welcomed the Secretary General’s report A/61/38 2 on the impact of
the observance of the International Day for the Eradication of
Poverty.3

****

Thus, the ‘Trocadero Commemorative Stone’ is simultaneously a
place, a stone, an emblem, a text and a history to be built on.

Since its origins, there has been ongoing reflection on the Comme-
morative Stone's message and, as replicas have been built worldwide
through local initiatives, there has been an increasing number of
gatherings taking place around them. 4

This growth in the number of replicas calls for further development in
this reflection on the meaning behind the Commemorative Stone.

We must also ensure that this meaning is strictly adhered to, regard-
less of the language or rituals through which it is demonstrated.

This is why it seemed necessary to reiterate the meaning behind the
original Commemorative Stone and the meaning that should be
behind all replicas now and in the future, to set out a certain number
of common rules which must be respected, and lastly to state the
structure and mission of the local committee to which each replica is
entrusted.

6

2 - See Appendix 2, Excerpt of the UN Secretary General's report A/61/308.
3 - See Appendix 3, Goals and Mandate of the International Committee for October 17th, introductory
paragraph.
4 - See Appendix 4, List of the Replicas of the Trocadero Commemorative Stone.



1- THE MEANING

The meaning behind the Trocadero Commemorative Stone originates
directly in an ambition held by Father Joseph Wresinski 5, an ambition
shared by the International Movement ATD Fourth World and by a
number of other people and organisations.

For the Movement, fighting poverty is first and foremost about chan-
ging the way the world views people living in poverty, and the way
people living in poverty view themselves; it does so by creating
connections between human beings.

The Movement has the responsibility to prompt an awareness of the
situation that people in poverty are living in, of their suffering, their
courage and their abilities, which they keep intact.

It’s also a matter of prompting an awareness of the scale of extreme
poverty in the world, the path that leads to it, the Human Rights abu-
ses which result from it 6, and the actions that can be taken to try to
put an end to it.

It’s a matter of learning with people in poverty about the truths which
they know as much or more than others, and showing that hope exists
from the moment a man, born himself into extreme poverty, and those
who followed him, learnt to gather a growing number of defenders of
Human Rights to work for change along with them.

The original Commemorative Stone embodies this aim.
It was not made to expose the rich or the poor, nor to publicise any
organisation or person.

Located on the Plaza of Human Rights and Liberties as a reminder of
how extreme poverty, even today, violates rights and liberties and

7

5 - See Appendix 5, a brief biography of Father Joseph Wresinski, as well as a text called ‘The Comme-
morative Stone, a history’.
6 - See Appendix 2, Extract from the Secretary General of the UN’s report A/61/308.



makes them illusive, the Commemorative Stone illustrates the gulf
which separates the reality from declared intentions.

An emblem and a text are engraved on the stone; by looking at the for-
mer and reading the latter together, families living in extreme pover-
ty can find the strength to continue to face life with dignity, and the
people who join them can find reasons to renew their own commit-
ment to overcoming extreme poverty.

The Commemorative Stone has become a place where people gather
to commemorate the victims of poverty. Around it, you can find those
who want to demonstrate their solidarity with the poorest; they feel
honoured there and can attest to their own fate and that of their bro-
thers and sisters.

2- COMMON RULES TO BE OBSERVED

Elsewhere in Europe and around the world, the sites where replicas of
the original  Commemorative Stone can be built are varied; the cultu-
res which welcome these replicas are diverse, the languages which
pass on its message are varied.

The local initiatives should therefore be an expression of their unique-
ness and originality. But at the same time they must preserve the mes-
sage to be passed on and the necessary unity of the various initiatives
undertaken, wherever they may be situated. The local organizes
should also accept responsibility for their initiative, including finan-
cial responsibility.

2.1 The Location

The choice of location should attest to the respect due to victims of
extreme poverty, and to the desire to make the Commemorative Stone
known and to communicate its message. Wherever possible the choi-
ce of location should also attest to the national or international insti-
tutions that have heard and adhere to its message.
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2.2 Replicas of the Commemorative Stone

It’s a date - 17 October 1987, in a place - the Plaza of Human Rights
and Liberties, and by one man - Father Joseph Wresinski, that a public
and solemn call to unity was launched to restore the rights of which
people living in poverty are deprived. Everything that followed  has
its origins in this call.

This is why each replica must reproduce, as faithfully as possible, the
specific elements (text, acronym, characters, graphics) of the original
Commemorative Stone, whose inauguration marked a turning point in
the history of people living in poverty. Translations are validated by
the International Committee for October 17th.

Each time a replica of the original Commemorative Stone is unveiled
in the world, it is thanks to new initiatives which extend the call of the
17th October 1987 through time and to new places, reviving it and
attesting to its relevance today.

That it also why, on each replica or close to it, there should be a com-
plementary text engraved, stating the initiative and commitment of the
local organisers, identifying them, and bearing the inauguration date.

Lastly, the design and creation of the replica’s materials and surroun-
dings will take into account the local cultral context.

2.3 The Gatherings

While being a time of contemplation and renewal of each participan-
t's commitment, the events organised around Commemorative Stones
always include families living in extreme poverty. They are organised
around the reading of testimonies by these families and by friends
who have joined them 7, as well as the reading of two other texts, the
one engraved on the Commemorative Stone and “I Bear Witness to
You”.8« Strophes à la gloire du Quart Monde de tous les temps » 8.

9

7 -Bearing witness to the suffering, the courage and the efforts of people in poverty, and to the commit-
ment of those who join them, is essential. When poverty becomes so extreme, nothing else seems possi-
ble, and testifying to the efforts of people in poverty to overcome this situation remains a vital gesture
of solidarity.  The accounts welcomed each 17th October around the world are the memory of the life
of people in poverty. A collection of texts and poems which build and preserve this history is published
on the site: www.overcomingpoverty.org.
8 - See page 9, “I Bear Witness to You”.

www.oct17.org


3. A HISTORY TO BE BUILT ON

People everywhere who take the initiative to build a replica of the
Commemorative Stone must bear in mind that it is not only their
responsibility to create and unveil the Commemorative Stone, but also
to maintain and animate it, respecting its meaning not only on 17th
October every year, but all year long. This was one of the conclusions
of the international meeting ‘Living Commitments Engraved in Stone’
which took place at the Town Hall in Paris on 17th October 2007 on
the meaning of the replicas of the Commemorative Stone 9.

4. COMMITTEES TO BE SET UP

It is also essential that in each place, a local committee with an appro-
priate name is formed to look after the replica of the Commemorative
Stone. The committee should be made up of people from varying
backgrounds, acting independently of any religious, philosophical or
political view, but keen to gain an understanding of Father Joseph
Wresinski's message.

The objective of this local Committee, beyond that usually given to a
‘Committee of Honour’, will be to contribute alongside the Internatio-
nal Movement ATD Fourth World to animate and maintain the replicas
and take responsibility for gatherings which take place there - starting
with that of the 17th October ‘International Day for the Eradication of
Extreme Poverty’ - ensuring that they do not become the subject of an
appropriation by anyone. In other words, to guarantee, liaising with the
International Committee for October 17th 10, that the replica of the
Commemorative Stone for which they are responsible, will preserve the
meaning that Father Joseph Wresinski wanted to give it and will beco-
me, with every passing day, an ever more important place of comme-
moration of the victims of extreme poverty and place of gathering for
those who are committed to working alongside them.

10

9 - See www.oct17.org and Appendix 6, Colloquium of 17 October 2007 at the Town Hall in Paris
10 - Address of the International Committee for October 17: 107 Avenue General Leclerc, F-95480,
Pierrelaye, France. Telephone: +33 (0) 1 30 36 22 24, Fax: +33 (0) 1 30 36 22 21 Email:
international.committee@oct17.org

comite.international@oct17.org
www.oct17.org


5. TEXTS AND REFERENCE DOCUMENTS

5.1 The Commemorative Stone, a History

Father Joseph Wresinski conceived the inauguration of the Trocadero
Commemorative Stone and the commemoration of the victims of
poverty, the 17th October, as a history to be built on. Certainly the
17th October 1987 was an event: the result of a path that led people
living in extreme poverty out of the silence of poverty. Very poor
families, hamlets and neighbourhoods saw in this event the confirma-
tion that they too have rights. Father Joseph Wresinski, who had expe-
rienced a life of poverty like theirs, proved that they could leave silen-
ce behind, talk and act for and by themselves. He proved that many
fellow citizens could take on the struggle for dignity along with them.

But Father Joseph Wresinski knew the reality of the world only too
well; he knew that depending on the times and the circumstances,
goodwill can fail, hearts closing against people living in poverty. On
17th October 1987 in Paris, a place was inaugurated where  people
committed to defending Human Rights could meet up regularly and
publicly; from all countries, these individuals consider it a solemn
duty to unite to end poverty. It is also a place to visit time and again
to collect one’s thoughts, draw strength, show one's refusal of injusti-
ce. A place towards which the eyes and ears of the world turn, and
where people committed to defending Human Rights can talk to
young people and children, and be heard by the world.

In this way, Father Joseph Wresinski founded the Commemorative
Stone as a responsibility to be undertaken. Families in extreme pover-
ty themselves understood the opportunity offered to them to go back
to the Plaza together and in honour, and then return to their slums
encouraged to continue their search for justice and unity. From then
on, they knew they were responsible in the eyes of Father Joseph
Wresinski, who by love and lifelong commitment brought his people
to the attention of their fellow citizens and their institutions. They
organise trips to visit the Commemorative Stone: the 17th of each
month at 6pm small groups meet up there; and there are always new
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faces. They bring messages for those who are too broken-down by
their difficult life to come themselves.

In this way, better-off people who are committed to defending Human
Rights see that uniting around people living in extreme poverty is pos-
sible, and return regularly to the Commemorative Stone. They reaf-
firm to the world that this place is a source of commitment and trust.
On the 17th October 1988, the first anniversary of its inauguration,
this meaning was absolutely confirmed by the gathering of some 3000
people from all backgrounds, cultures and beliefs, paying homage to
victims of extreme poverty and to the man who knew how to give
them a voice and honour. Thus over the course of one year, a history
was indeed made. There remains however much to do so that Father
Joseph’s dream regarding the Commemorative Stone continues to be
fulfilled.

5.2 Reproduction of the Commemorative Stone, Plaza of Human
Rights and Liberties, Paris.
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“It is important that we all understand the future logo of the
Movement. Leaving behind the darkness, the figures are stretching
towards the light from the West and East to keep and recapture this
bird which signifies hope, brotherhood, as well as joy, deliverance.
The circle shows that everything can be done in a community, a bro-
therhood. The whole world is involved in this movement of unending
search.”

Explanation given by Father Joseph Wresinski to
ATD Fourth World volunteers on 21st September 1987.

The font type used on the Commemorative Stone engraved on the
Plaza of Human Rights and Liberties is an original font, created espe-
cially for the occasion.
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5.3 “I Bear Witness to You”

I  BEAR  WITNESS  TO  YOU

You, the millions and millions
of children, women and fathers
who have died from misery and hunger
and whose legacy we hold.
It is not your death that I evoke,
today on this Plaza of Human Rights and Liberties.
I bear witness to your lives.

I bear witness to you, the mothers,
whose children are cast aside in this world,
condemned as they are to sheer misery.
I bear witness to your children,
twisted by the pains of hunger,
no longer able to smile,
yet still yearning to love.
I bear witness to the millions of young people
who have no reason to believe or even to exist,
and who vainly search for a future
in this senseless world.

I bear witness to you, the poor of all times,
still poor today, forever on the road,
fleeing from place to place,
despised and disgraced.
Labourers without a trade,
ever crushed by their toil.
Labourers whose hands, today,
are no longer useful.
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Millions of men, women, and children
whose hearts are still pounding strong
to the beat of the struggle,
whose minds rise in revolt
against the unjust fate imposed upon them,
whose courage demands the right
to priceless dignity.

I bear witness to you,
children, women and men,
who do not want to condemn,
but to love, to pray, to work, and to unite,
so that a world of solidarity may be born.
A world, our world, in which all people
would have given the best of themselves before dying.

I bear witness to you,
men, women and children.
Your renown is henceforth engraved
by heart, hand and tool,
in the marble of this Plaza of Human Rights and Liberties.
I bear witness to you, so that humanity
may at last fulfil its true destiny,
refusing forever that misery prevail.

Joseph Wresinski, 17 october 1987
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APPENDIX 1

The International Movement ATD Fourth World

The International Movement ATD Fourth World is an international
non-governmental organisation which invites people and institutions
to join with people living in extreme poverty in their daily struggle to
liberate themselves from it. The aim of ATD Fourth World is the well-
being of every human being and the progress of society as a whole.

The ATD Fourth World Movement:

• Was founded in 1957 in the suburbs of Paris by Father Joseph
Wresinski (1917 – 1988), a man whose own family had suffered
extreme poverty. ATD Fourth World now has a presence in 29
countries, in Asia, Europe, Africa and the Americas, and has cor-
respondents in more than 144 countries through a network of
exchanges and of sharing experiences: the ‘Permanent Forum on
Extreme Poverty in the World’.

• Is not linked to any political party or religion. The purpose which
unites its members is that of assuring the respect of every human
being’s dignity. The financial resources of ATD Fourth World come
mainly from private sources – such as donations and membership
subscription fees, the sale of publications, grants from foundations
– and in part from public funds, governmental and inter-govern-
mental. However, the principle resources that the Movement
depends on are the time and creativity offered by its members.

• Runs grass-roots projects with people and communities in disad-
vantaged areas, urban and rural, often suffering social exclusion.
The projects are run in partnership with these people and commu-
nities, and range from training and the creation of jobs, to promo-
ting artistic creativity, and include education, citizenship, health
and the protection of the environment.
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• Seeks to influence public opinion through its journals and other
varied publications, seminars and conferences. Wherever possible
ATD Fourth World collaborates with public administrations and
local authorities. It works directly with numerous other NGOs. Its
Research and Training Institute carries out surveys and projects
and publishes a monthly review.

• Initiated the celebration of the International Day for the
Eradication of Poverty on 17th October each year, officially reco-
gnised by the General Assembly of the United Nations in
December 1992, after having first being celebrated in 1987 on the
Plaza of Human Rights and Liberties in reply to Father Joseph
Wresinski’s call.

To carry out its objective, ATD Fourth World depends on people of all
ages, backgrounds and cultures, trained in different professions. Some
commit all or part of their life alongside people living in extreme
poverty; others work for justice in their own social, professional or
cultural lives. They work to improve mutual understanding between
the most excluded people and the rest of society, and to create new
commitments in support of a more just and equal society.

ATD Fourth World has obtained general consultative status at the
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations. It
has Consultative Status at UNICEF, the International Labour
Organisation (ILO) and the Council of Europe. The Movement also
has a permanent representative at the European Union.

17



APPENDIX 2

Links between poverty
and human rights

(Excerpt from the UN Secretary-General's Report A/61/308 of September 1, 2006
(page 4, box 1), reviewing the impact of the observance of October 17th)

• Right to life and to physical integrity (Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, article 3; International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, article 6.)

The lives and physical well-being of people living in extreme poverty are
continuously threatened by lack of food, risk of disease, hazardous work and
precarious living conditions. They experience violence of all types, inclu-
ding attacks, harassment, intimidation, severe discrimination and, in some
cases, even death threats. Poor women are particularly vulnerable to domes-
tic and other forms of gender-specific violence.

• Right to recognition as a person before the law and to be
registered (Universal Declaration of Human Rights, article 6;
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, articles 16
and 24.)

Due to lack of legal domicile and the high direct and indirect costs of regis-
tration, people living in poverty are often not recognized before the law and
face significant obstacles in registering their  children. The United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) estimates that in 2003, the births of around 48
million children (36 percent of total births worldwide that year) were unre-
gistered. Not being registered, i.e., not having a legal identity, makes it very
difficult to enrol in school, to obtain employment, to benefit from social ser-
vices, to exercise political rights, to prove parentage, to marry, to prove
nationality, to travel freely and outside of national borders, to take procee-
dings before a court or even to avoid being imprisoned. The recognition of
this right is therefore a prerequisite for the realization of many other rights.
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• Right to justice (Universal Declaration of Human Rights, articles
10 and 11; International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
articles 14 and 15.)

People living in poverty are particularly vulnerable to violations of their
rights, but they often cannot avail themselves of the most effective tool to
defend themselves against these abuses — court protection. They are hinde-
red from access to justice by financial constraints, illiteracy, lack of  educa-
tion and information, lack of self-confidence, the complexity of procedures,
mistrust and fear stemming from their experience of the justice system and
the slow pace of justice. This is of particular concern, as people living in
poverty are more likely than others to be discriminated against and their fun-
damental human rights are often violated with impunity.

• Right to take part in political affairs (Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, article 21.)

Due to lack of information and political power, people living in poverty can-
not participate meaningfully in political decision-making processes. Social
discrimination and lack of housing, education and civil registration are addi-
tional obstacles to the exercise of political rights. Poor people are thus una-
ble to influence policies to their benefit and their specific needs remain
neglected. In addition, the very poor are also more exposed than others to
unscrupulous manipulation of freedom of choice.

• Right to participate in social and cultural life (Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, article 22; International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, article 15.)

As a unifying force of society, culture is an important ingredient in
social integration and serves as protection against social exclusion.
However, the cultures of minorities and indigenous groups are fre-
quently not respected, and people living in poverty often lack the
basic capability to participate actively in the social, cultural and poli-
tical life of their communities.
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• Right to decent work (Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
article 23; International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, articles 6, 7, 8 and 9.)

Finding formal employment is often impossible for the poor due to
social discrimination and lack of housing, education or training. They
are therefore forced to find work in the informal economy. Such work
tends to be low skilled, insecure, hazardous and too poorly paid to
guarantee an adequate standard of living. Since their labour is often
the only asset that people living in poverty own, securing the right to
decent work is instrumental to the enjoyment of other rights such as
food, health and housing.

• Right to a decent standard of living (Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, article 25.)

People living in poverty are often malnourished and do not have
adequate clothing, shelter, access to water and sanitation, medical care
and social services. This adversely affects their ability to claim other
rights they are entitled to, such as the right to education, health and
work, thereby reinforcing the vicious circle of poverty.

• Right to adequate food (Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
article 25; International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
article 11.)

Adequate food is needed for human survival and for a healthy life.
Undernutrition handicaps people for life: hungry children cannot
concentrate at school and hunger reduces workers’ productivity.
Poverty may lead to undernutrition and undernutrition is likely to
deepen poverty.

• Right to housing (International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights, article 11; Convention on the Rights of the
Child, article 27.)

Housing of the very poor — if they have any — tends to be built with
low-quality materials, often lacks running water, sanitation facilities
and electricity and is often located in unhealthy environments far
away from basic services. It is frequently insecure as a result of legal
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or arbitrary evictions and the inability of the poor to pay even a mini-
mal rent regularly. Additionally, poor housing has a major impact on
the exercise of other rights, such as the rights to health and employ-
ment. Precariousness of housing can also affect educational attain-
ment by hindering regular school attendance and hampering childre-
n’s intellectual and physical development through lack of stability,
lack of space, an unhealthy environment, overcrowding and noise.

• Right to health (Universal Declaration of Human Rights, article
25; International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, article 12.)

Ill health contributes to poverty by reducing worker productivity,
lowering educational  achievements and limiting opportunities. At the
same time, ill health is often a consequence of poverty. Health servi-
ces for poor people are often inaccessible, inadequate or ill-equipped.
Mortality rates are much higher, life expectancy is considerably redu-
ced and pregnancy and childbirth are particularly risky for the poor.
Although they are the ones most exposed to disease, the poorest popu-
lation groups are the least often covered by vaccination campaigns.

• Right to education (Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
article 26; International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, articles 13 and 14.)

Education is one of the most effective ways of breaking the vicious
cycle of poverty and is crucial for the realization of other rights, such
as the rights to work, health and political participation. However, it
often remains inaccessible to those who live in poverty. When family
income is insufficient, children are forced to join in the daily quest for
family subsistence or work outside the home. This has a negative
impact on their ability to learn and go to school. Poor children who are
able to attend school are sometimes rejected or discriminated against
at school owing to their social origins.
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APPENDIX 3

International Committee for October 17th
Promoting the Word Day to Overcome Extreme Poverty

Goals ans Mandate

On October 17, 1987, people living in poverty in countries throughout
the world, and those in solidarity with them, gathered in Paris to ack-
nowledge and raise awareness of the plight of people living in extre-
me poverty, violence and hunger. Some 100,000 people marked this
first World Day to Overcome Extreme Poverty on the Plaza of Human
Rights and Liberties, where the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights was adopted in 1948.

The World Day to Overcome Extreme Poverty has its roots in the fol-
lowing appeal, which is engraved on the Commemorative Stone
embedded in the Plaza: 

“Wherever men and women are condemned to live
in extreme poverty, 

human rights are violated. 
To come together to ensure that these rights be respected

is our solemn duty”.

FatherJoseph Wresinski

People living in poverty are the first defenders of human rights; they
are agents of change. The World Day was initiated by them and those
who joined them. By creating new opportunities for lasting encoun-
ters that cross through socio-economic boundaries - between people
who are subjected to the injustice of extreme poverty and others - the
World Day to Overcome Extreme Poverty transforms people and
gives rise to new responsibilities for eradicating extreme poverty.
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In 1992, with resolution 47/146, the General Assembly of the United
Nations declared October 17th the "International Day for the
Eradication of Poverty". Some national and local governments, mem-
bers of civil society and the private sector have started to recognize
the importance of the Day. October 17th is already a genuine rallying
point for an increasing number of citizens and organizations from all
backgrounds and origins. 

In 2006, the General Assembly welcomed the UN Secretary
General's Report A/61/308 on the Observance of the International
Day for the Eradication of Poverty, in order to identify lessons lear-
ned and ways to promote the mobilization of all stakeholders in the
struggle against poverty. The report emphasizes the importance of a
human rights-based approach and the active participation of people
living in extreme poverty. 

Although this is a very encouraging sign, the International Day's
increasing prominence carries the risk of its principal message and
significance being muted or misunderstood. 

For this reason, an "International Committee for October 17th"
was created on June 6, 2008. As a body, this committee will be a
high-level reference point for all issues concerning the International
Day. Its composition makes it unique, with members coming from
different socio-economic backgrounds, including people who have
lived in extreme poverty. In this way, the committee tries to live out
the spirit of the International Day that it promotes.

• Goals

- To promote universal awareness of the International Day for the
Eradication of Poverty, bearing in mind the daily struggle of people
facing extreme poverty, the first defenders of human rights.

- To promote the observance of the International Day in accordance
with the original spirit and meaning of the Day.
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- To encourage all individuals and groups observing the
International Day to ensure the full participation of people living in
extreme poverty and the respect of their rights and dignity.

- To promote October 17th events as innovative spaces where peo-
ple from different socio-economic backgrounds can meet and learn
from each other, with respect for their diversity, and build peace.

- To encourage the creation of new replicas of the Commemorative
Stone around the world.

There are things happening everyday which are done in the spirit of
October 17th.

• Mandate

At its own initiative or in partnership with others, the Committee
should:

1. Encourage and support initiatives - at the international, national,
and local levels - that are consistent with its goals and with the
development of a sustainable worldwide mobilization to end extre-
me poverty;

2. Undertake activities to promote awareness, including drafting
the October 17th Charter and developing the website
(www.oct17.org);

3. Undertake activities to collect and share experiences concerning
the observance of the International Day around the world;

4. Formulate an annual, public statement for October 17th with the
goal of 
1) bringing visibility to the solidarity and peace that is experienced

with those living in the most difficult situations, and 
2 bringing visibility to the changes produced through daily

commitment rooted in the meaning and spirit of October 17th.
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Composition and suggested way of functioning

The Committee is to include between 15 and 20 members serving
limited, renewable terms. Ideally, one third of the membership will
change after each term (balancing continuity and renewal). The
presidency will change every three years.

The committee may mandate subcommittees for various tasks to
achieve its goals and promote the spirit of the day. These
subcommittees can include but are not limited to the following:

- Drafting and finalizing the October 17th Charter;

- Developing relations with the United Nations;

- Following up on replicas of the Commemorative Stone;

- Developing the website (www.oct17.org);

- Collecting experiences of October 17th commemorations worldwide;

- Developing relations with various stakeholders;

- Preparing the annual statement and making it public.

Meetings will be held once every two years, except for the first three
years, during which meetings will be held annually. The quorum is
reached in the presence of one third of the members. The Committee
will elect a President, and will have the support of a Secretariat.

International committee for Octobre17th

12, rue Pasteur
F-95480 Pierrelaye
Tel : +33 (0)1 30 36 22 24
Fax : +33 (0)1 30 36 22 21
international.committee@oct17.org
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Members of the International Committee
for October 17th

(February 2013)

President:

• Mr. Donald Lee (Australia) Former High Civil Servant of the Department of
Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations.

Members:

• Ms. Gemma Adaba (Trinidad and Tobago) International Consultant - Former

Representative to the United Nations for the International Trade Union

Confederation (ITUC).

• Ms. Huguette Bossot-Redegeld (France) International Movement ATD Fourth

World.

• Ms. Delloula Djamila Bouguessa (France) ATD-Fourth World.

• H.E. Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali (Egypt) 6th Secretary-General of the United

Nations.

• Mr Antoine Corgier (France) ATD Fourth World.

• H.E. Mr. Jean-Marc de la Sablière (France) Former Ambassador of France.

• Mr Titinga Pacéré, Esq. (Burkina Faso) Lawyer, writer and poet.

• Ms Isabelle Pypaert-Perrin (Belgique), Director General, International

Movement ATD Fourth World.

• Mr. Jacques Petidor (Haiti) Educator - Ministry of Education.

• H.E. Mr José Ramos Horta (Timor-Leste) Nobel Prize 1996.

• Prof. Yozo Yokota (Japan) Chuo University Faculty of Law, Tokyo.

• Ms. Nina Lim Yuson (Philippines) President, International Movement ATD

Fourth World.

Honorary Members:

• H.E. Mr. Javier Pérez de Cuéllar (Peru) 5th Secretary-General of the United

Nations.

• Mr. Cassam Uteem (Republic of Mauritius) President (1992-2002).

26



APPENDIX 4

Replicas of the Commemorative Stone in honour of victims of
hunger, ignorance and violence across the world

January 2010

Forty-eight replicas of this Commemorative Stone have emerged in towns and villages on
various continents (Africa, North and South America, Asia and Europe). They are located in
the following places :
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• Coruña (Spain), Museum
of Santiago and the Pilgrimages......1987

• International Labour Organization,
(Geneva - Switzerland) ..................1988

• Champ Fleuri, Saint Denis
Reunion Island (France) ..................1989

• Berlin - Germany ............................1992

• La Flèche - France ..........................1992

• Council of Europe,
Strasburg (France) ..........................1993

• Rizal Park, Manila (Philippines) ....1993

• Rouyn-Noranda (Quebec - Canada)1994

• Gand (Belgium) ..............................1994

• Roubaix (France) ............................1994

• Davao City (Mindanao region -
Philippines)......................................1994

• Lisbon (Portugal) ............................1994

• Law Faculty (Faculté de Droit),
Toulon (France) ..............................1995

• Manega (Burkina Faso) ..................1996

• Palais des Nations, New York
(United States of America)..............1996

• Metz (France) ..................................1996

• Thetford-Mines (Quebec - Canada) 1997

• Besançon (France) ..........................1998

• Glasgow (Scotland -
United Kingdom) ............................1999

• Rome (Italy) ....................................2000

• La Garde (France) ..........................2000

• Marseille (France) ..........................2001

• Nogent le Rotrou (France) ..............2001

• Ozamis City (Mindanao region -
Philippines)......................................2001

• European Parliament Plaza,
Brussels (Belgium)..........................2002

• Hull (Great Britain) ........................2002

• La Louvière (Belgium)....................2002

• Sherbrooke (Québec - Canada) ......2003

• Port-Louis (Mauritius)
Water-Front......................................2004

• Somain (France) ..............................2004

• Luxemburg ......................................2005

• Esperenza (province of Agusan Del Sur
a Mindanao - Philippines) ..............2007

• Kielce (Poland)................................2007

• Libourne (France)............................2007

• Reims (France) ................................2007

• Coroico (Bolivia) ............................2007

• Walloon Parliament, Namur
(Belgium) ........................................2008

• Dublin (Ireland) ..............................2008

• Moncton (New Brunswick - Canada) 2008

• Barotac Viejo (Iloilo province
of Visayas - Philippines) ................2008

• Buenavista a Quezon (Province
of Luzon - Philippines) ..................2008

• Mexico (Mexico) ............................2009

• Laval (France) ................................2009

• Soissons (France) ............................2010

• Saint Brieuc (France) ......................2011

• Soulac sur Mer (France)..................2012

• Dole (France) ..................................2012

• Repentigny (Quebec - Canada) ......2012



APPENDIX 5

Father Joseph Wresinski: A Brief Biography 11

Joseph Wresinski was born on 12 February 1917 in Angers, France, to a
Polish father and a Spanish mother. He suffered hardship throughout his
childhood in an extremely poor neighbourhood. “I was enlisted into the
struggle for food from the age of 4,” he wrote. The humiliation his father
suffered and his mother’s extraordinary courage remained with him. Alone
with 4 children, she fought each day to maintain her family’s and her neigh-
bours' dignity.

After an apprenticeship as a pastry chef, he joined the Soissons Seminary
thanks to a family who paid for his studies; He was ordained as a priest in
1946 and started out serving in working-class and rural parishes, always loo-
king for the most deprived families. His commitment, his way of living and
his sermons are still remembered years later.

In 1956 he was assigned chaplain to the emergency housing camp in Noisy-
le-Grand, France. Faced with the families’ extreme destitution, he founded
the ATD 12 Fourth World Movement with them, and together they put in
place the foundations of an action which introduced them to a world of
honour, to respect of the family identity, to access to knowledge and to real
partnership. Around them he assembled an International Volunteer Corps
linked by a common destiny with the poorest families, and their action soon
expanded to other European countries, then to the Americas, Africa and
Asia. Today the Movement has teams of Volunteers in 29 countries and cor-
respondents in 144 countries.

Father Joseph also created two branches of the Movement:
• For children, the Tapori Movement 13.
• For young people, the Fourth World Youth Movement.
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11 - From Joseph Wresinski’s biography, ‘Father Joseph Wresinski, Voice of the Poorest’, Alwine de Vos
van Steenwijk, Queenship Publishing, 1996.
12 - In the original French: “Aide a toute detresse”; adopted in 2009 as “All Together for Dignity”.
13 - Network designed to encourage gatherings and friendship between children from all backgrounds,
starting with those living in extreme poverty.



Moreover, concerned with introducing people living in poverty into contem-
porary thought, he founded the Research Institute in 1960, which has initia-
ted several colloquiums at UNESCO (1961, 1963, 1979), numerous publica-
tions and study groups.

A member of France’s Economic and Social Council since 1979, he succee-
ded in mobilising all social partners in France with the report ‘Chronic
Poverty and Lack of Basic Security’. This report proposed an achievable,
concrete and comprehensive approach to working against extreme poverty
on a national scale. The Wresinski Report, whose recommendations were
adopted in February 1987, has already influenced the policies of many
European countries and beyond. In France it was notably the inspiration for
the introduction of a guaranteed minimum income for individuals and fami-
lies.

Joseph Wresinski succeeded in convincing the Member States of the United
Nations Human Rights Commission to draft a resolution (adopted in 1988)
acknowledging that extreme poverty is a violation of Human Rights.

Preoccupied by the suffering and by the daily experiences of those families
most affected by extreme poverty, he never stopped visiting them, consul-
ting them and corresponding with them. He told their stories and participa-
ted in their People’s Universities. He prepared their public speeches with
them, as well as his own. He facilitated their delegations, which as part of
ATD Fourth World met various authorities.

Father Joseph remained faithful to the oath he made to the poorest families
in 1956: “I will help them to climb the steps of Government (Elysee Palace),
the UN, and the Vatican.” After the creation of the International Movement
ATD Fourth World, he succeeded in introducing Fourth World families to
numerous authorities: Heads of State of many countries, the Council of
Europe, the European Economic Community, many commissions of the UN,
the International Labour Organization, UNESCO, UNICEF. He was accep-
ted as an expert by the Pontifical Council for the Family. He was a member
of the National Consultative Commission on Human Rights in France.
Wherever he went in the world, as the Fourth World families say, “He met
the small and the great”.
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On 17th October 1987, in the presence of 100 000 people from all social
backgrounds and all continents, he unveiled a Commemorative Stone on the
Plaza of Human Rights and Liberties in Paris bearing the words: 

Wherever mean and women are condemned to live in extreme poverty, 

human rights are violated. 

To come together to ensure that these rights be respected is our solemn duty.

Father Joseph Wresinski

Since then, the 17th October has become a world day to overcome extreme
poverty.

Father Joseph Wresinski passed away on 14 February 1988. He is buried in
the chapel that he  had built at the international centre of ATD Fourth World
Movement, in Mery-sur-Oise (France); Since then, individuals and groups
of people come from all over to pay their respects at his tomb and to renew
their commitment to the poorest families.

Father Joseph Wresinski’s main publications

Translations to English:

• “The Poor are the Church”; Twenty Third Publications; 2002.
• “Blessed are You the Poor”; Fourth World Publications; 1992.
• “Chronic Poverty and Lack of Basic Security: The Wresinski Report of the

Economic and Social Council of France”; submitted to the French Economic
and Social Council by Joseph Wresinski; February 1987. 

• “The Very Poor: Living Proof of the Indivisibility of Human Rights”;
Contribution by Joseph Wresinski to a fundamental review of Human Rights by
the National Advisory Committee on Human Rights (France); 1994.

In French:

• “Paroles pour demain”; Desclée de Brouwer; 1986. 
• “Ecrits et Paroles”, Parts 1 and 2; Ed. Saint Paul/Quart Monde; 1992, 1994.
• “Vivre l'évangile dans la famille”; Cahiers de Baillet; 1993.
• “Echec à la misère”, Conference at the Sorbonne University, 1st June 1983;

Reprinted in Cahiers de Baillet; 1996.
• “Pologne, que deviennent tes Sous-Prolétaires”, in collaboration with Alwine

de Vos van Steenwijk; Editions Science et Service Quart Monde; 1980.
• “Les Pauvres, rencontre du vrai Dieu”; Cerf; 1986.
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APPENDIX 6

Colloquium on 17th October 2007 at the Town Hall in Paris.

International Meeting: Living Commitments Engraved in Stone (orga-
nised by the International Movement ATD Fourth World with support from
the City of Paris)

Organised jointly with the Paris Town Hall on the occasion of the 20th anni-
versary of the inauguration of the Commemorative Stone in honour of vic-
tims of extreme poverty, the meeting’s objective was to reflect on the mea-
ning given to the numerous replicas of this Commemorative Stone around
the world. A hundred participants - mayors or their representatives, as well
as partners (delegates from poor families, associations), all from  places that
have a replica of the Commemorative Stone - met at the Paris Town Hall to
discuss the following 3 themes:

1- How is extreme poverty a violation of Human Rights?
“Wherever men and women are condemned to live in poverty, human
rights are violated.”

Representatives from the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, the FAO, the towns of Rome (Italy), Ourgou-Manega (Burkina
Faso), Paris, Somain, Libourne, Lille and Roubaix (France), Rouyn-
Noranda (Quebec, Canada), Kielce (Poland), Caritas France and other asso-
ciations spoke about how they work to fight against poverty. As Maria
Francisca Ize Charrin (Chief Officer of the High Commission of the United
Nations) pointed out:

“Poverty remains the most important challenge in terms of Human
Rights. It is often the cause and the consequence of their violation. The poor
often see their rights rejected and are victims of discrimination and perse-
cution. In general it is difficult, impossible even, for them to enter the
employment market. They often have limited, indeed non-existent, access to
the most basic services and resources.

“All States across the world have accepted obligations by adopting inter-
national treaties on Human Rights and are committed to them to eradicate
poverty. All Member States of the United Nations have adhered to the
Millennium Goals and declaration.
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“Due to this interdependency between poverty and Human Rights viola-
tions, these problems need to be tackled as a whole. The Human Rights trea-
ties provide a legal framework that Member States need so that their natio-
nal policies and development processes can be put in place nationally and
locally. Central Governments and local authorities must target the fight
against poverty by protecting all Human Rights. At the same time, through
development policies, central and local governments must be able to coun-
teract the negative impacts that poverty has on the application of Human
Rights. Promoting and protecting the practice of civil rights and policies in
the national development process can, for example, contribute to increasing
the effectiveness of policies aimed at getting people out of poverty.”

2- How can we come together to ensure the respect of Human
Rights?
“To come together to ensure that human rights be respected is our
solemn duty.”

The second theme shed light on the imperative of access for all to rights for
all, and some good practices were shared regarding the participation of peo-
ple in extreme poverty. Several individuals living in poverty were able to
show how by joining their efforts with others day after day, they were able
to partially reduce the poverty in which they lived.

3- How do the Commemorative Stone and its replicas around the
world play an active role in the mobilisation against poverty?

The third part of the debate sought to shed light on the role of both the 17th
October, International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, and the
Commemorative Stones in the fight against extreme poverty.
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Conclusions

For Francisca-Maria Ize Charrin:

“The first conclusion is that we are not alone in our commitment to the
eradication of poverty. The replicas of the Commemorative Stone are the
symbol of a universal culture which rejects poverty and fights to protect the
rights of all people, irrespective of their origins or beliefs. This culture is
also expressed in the Human Rights treaties, overwhelmingly ratified and
accepted by the international community. Mr Bertrand Delanoe, Mayor of
Paris, Mr Schapira and Mrs Mylene Clamouli have each made reference to
the importance of the Millennium Development Goals, accepted by every
country in the world. Thus the first conclusion is that we are not alone; there
is also an individual and international conscience.

“Second conclusion: the theme is complex. Through all the testimonies
emerges the complexity of the efforts, the importance of learning lessons in
order to tackle the complexity of this theme.

“The third conclusion is that we have a better understanding of the impor-
tance of an approach based on these rights. At the heart of this approach are
the fundamental principles of universality and the indivisibility of rights for
all, whether they are civil, political, social, economic or cultural. One requi-
rement must be noted; that the people themselves participate effectively in
making decisions that affect them. All these fundamental principles consti-
tute the cornerstones of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights adop-
ted in Paris in 1948.”

For Eugen Brand, Director General of the International Movement ATD
Fourth World: 

“The responsibility of uniting together in the face of the global scandal
of poverty which is killing people, is born in places of suffering and pover-
ty. It is born in places of rebellion against every society which relegates
human beings to a secondary position. It was born in the conviction of one
man, Joseph Wresinski, that there should be an alliance between people in
extreme poverty and everyone else. An alliance in the name of a common
humanity and the equal dignity for all, and above all an alliance confronting
our societies, which are guilty of continuing social and political exclusion in
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all areas, generation after generation. It is this desire for alliance that is
engraved at the very same place where the peoples of the United Nations
also have their roots in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

“The question asked today is: how do we pursue this aim? How do we
encourage and sustain this social movement of people, which you are wit-
nessing, by your courage, you who come from the depths of neighbourhoods,
alone, standing against the injustices your communities suffer, but you who
also give your all in your artistic, union, political or spiritual commitments?

“The replicas of the Commemorative Stone are a means of expressing, of
maintaining this social movement but also of continuing to put this call, this
reminder, in significant places of our peoples' histories and in significant
places of suffering but also of hope for our societies: to come together with
the victims of hunger, ignorance and violence is our slomen duty.

“To go further with these ambitions, let's continue to develop this social
movement right in the heart of the places where people think about peace,
the environment, economic globalisation, to make it understood that it is
precisely in these places that we want citizens in extreme poverty to be able,
like other citizens, to think about these questions in terms of their mutual
experiences. 

“And why not take it a step further, why don’t we mobilise in our own coun-
tries through the associations we have chosen, through our elected mem-
bers, through our governments, so that this text which has assumed a cons-
titutional value for so many men, women and children throughout the world,
be written in the Constitution of each of our countries? Wouldn’t this be a
way of strengthening this civic commitment, to give it a more profound mea-
ning? Wouldn’t this be a more pertinent way of giving direction, and without
compromise, to our governments? And isn’t this also a way of offering the
planet an opportunity to invent a new way of sharing our material, cultural
and spiritual riches?

“To do this, we must continue to reach out to those who are not here today,
who are marginalised, who are driven away in our countries, excluded,
deprived of everything. They have in themselves a resource, an ability to
teach us to gather and for that, we must, all of us defenders of Human
Rights, remain explorers so that young people and children as well take their
turn as explorers of this shared humanity.”

34



Outlook

The thorough preparations undertaken at the local level and the energy of the
meeting itself, have shown the importance and usefulness of connecting
with people committed to the fight against extreme poverty in the places
sheltering replicas of the Commemorative Stone.

These meetings should give them the opportunity to regularly share their
questions, thoughts and initiatives to evaluate developments enabled and
supported by the presence of a Commemorative Stone, bearer of such a mes-
sage. It is important that these exchanges bring together citizens having dif-
fering responsibilities.

The meeting confirmed the proposal of creating an International Committee
for October 17th whose objective is to constitute a high level public bench-
mark, a global authority for this day. Together or individually its members
should express themselves to encourage initiatives and observe the spirit of
the day.

The first meeting of the Committee took place in June 2008. It now meets
every two years while working at a distance in between.
In a very tangible way the exchanges have accentuated the responsibilities
of the towns sheltering replicas of the Commemorative Stone, to make them
a part of their own heritage, to publicise them, using all their means to this
effect.
As an example, towns and their tourist information offices may publicise the
existence and meaning of these Commemorative Stones in their brochures
and other information for visitors.
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